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Synopsis

Colors, Rubin tells us, affect everyone through sound, smell, taste, and a vast array of emotions
andA atmospheres. She explains that although she has been blind since birth, she has experienced
color all her life.In her memoir Do You Dream in Color?, Laurie Rubin looks back on her life as an
international opera singerA who happens to be blind. From her loneliness and isolation as a middle
school student to her experiencesA skiing, Rubin offers her young readers a life-story rich in detail
and inspiration drawn from everydayA challenges. Beginning with her childhood in California, Rubin
tells the story of her life and the amazingA experiences that led her to a career as an internationally
celebrated mezzo-soprano.Rubin describes her past as a "journey towards identity," one she hopes
will resonate with young peopleA struggling with two fundamental questions: "Who am 12" and
"Where do | fit in?" Although most of us aren’tA blind, Rubin believes that many of us have traits that
make us something other than "normal." TheseA differences, like blindness, may seem like barriers,
but for the strong and the persistent, dreams canA overcome barriers, no matter how large they may

seem. This is what makes her story so unique yet universalA and so important for young readers.
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Customer Reviews



Laurie Rubin’s memaoir of how she overcame her blindness to carve out a career as an operatic
singer is a testament to an unquenchable spirit.Born to intelligent, affluent and loving parents in
California, Laurie was fortunate to have had all the advantages that such an upbringing would
suggest. Except for one thing - Laurie was born blind, unable to see anything except white light. But
Laurie, as every page of her entrancing memoir testifies, was also born with an unstoppable
optimism - a can-do attitude that refuses to give up on any aspect of life’s riches. Backed up by her
family, she learned to ski, she has a bat mitzvah and discovers a wonderful singing voice coupled
with a rare musical talent.Every page of this book is infused by Laurie’s unstoppable drive to live life
to its fullest. The words "l can’t" are simply not in her vocabulary. Instead, she asks, "how can |?" --
and then she goes ahead and does whatever it is.Laurie attends Oberlin College and Yale
University; she also discovers she is a lesbian and plunges into that aspect of her life with the same
gusto with which she attacks everything else. (Her reticence about one long-term relationship is a
blind spot in the book. | understand that Laurie wants to preserve aspects of he privacy but |
definitely had questions about what happened to the relationship and how and why it ended. If you
want to write a memoir, you kind of give up your right to total privacy).Laurie even manages to star
in a production of Rossini’s opera "La Cenerentola" navigating around the stage by counting steps.
Sure, she suffers slights and setbacks - but her success as a blind singer also inspires people to

give her a chance.
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